
11th Grade Social Studies Nationalistic Propaganda Inquiry 

Did Song, Art And Advertising 
Strengthen or Weaken the US Home-

front and Economy During WWII? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woman working in an airplane factory. Based on a photograph by Alfred T. Palmer. [Washington, D.C.] : U.S.  

Government Printing Office, 1943. http://memory.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/12800/12895v.jpg 

 

Supporting Questions 

1. How did the United States encourage its citizens to financially support WWII efforts?  

2. How do song lyrics bolster patriotism and nationalism during wartime? What sym-

bols are emblematic of America? How does popular song reflect the motives of a 

nation?  

3. How did corporate America advance its own aims (capitalizing on the war) while 

supporting the U.S. wartime efforts?  

 
This work has been developed as part of a Teaching With Primary Sources grant from the Library of Congress.  

http://memory.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/12800/12895v.jpg
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Did song, art and advertising strengthen or weaken the United States 
home front and economy during WWII? 

 

New York State Social 
Studies Framework 
and Key Ideas and 
Practices 

The participation of the United States in World War II was a transformative event for the nation 
and its role in the world.  

In response to the terror attacks of September 11, 2001 the United States launched the War on 
Terror, which involved controversial foreign and domestic policies.  

Staging the Question Why did the United States rename things of German origin during WWII? 

Supporting 

Question 1 

Supporting 

Question 2 

Supporting 

Question 3 

How did the United States 
encourage its citizens to financially 
support WWII efforts? 

How do song lyrics bolster patriotism and 
nationalism during wartime? What 
symbols are emblematic of America? 
How does popular song reflect the 
motives of a nation? 

How did corporate America advance its 
own aims (capitalizing on the war) while 
supporting the U.S. wartime efforts? 

Formative 

Performance Task 

Formative 

Performance Task 

Formative 

Performance Task 

Analyze the Victory Bonds 
advertisements and comics from the 
historic Mexico Independent issues 
published during WWII. Also analyze 
the posters from the Truman library. 

These are examples, but teacher can 
search at site OR have students do 
advanced search on site for Mexico 
Independent date range between 
December 7, 1944 and December 
31, 1945 to find ads and comics that 
would work on this task. 

Analyze the revision of "God Bless 
America" 

http://library.pitt.edu/voicesacrosstime/
come-all-
ye/ti/2006/Song%20Activities/07Cooper
GodBlessAmerica.html 

 

Analyze the popularity of songs in 
mainstream as well as for patriotic 
purposes.  

Analyzing the motives of advertisers and 
companies in capitalizing on war for 
profit while also showing support for the 
United States military and its aims in 
defeating the enemy. 

Featured 

Sources 

Featured 

Sources 

Featured 

Sources 

Mexico Independent issues 

"V is for Victory" 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lc
cn/sn85026818/1945-10-25/ed-
1/seq-7/ 

http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lc
cn/sn85026818/1945-12-13/ed-
1/seq-4/ 

https://www.loc.gov/collections/patriotic-
melodies/about-this-collection/ 

http://library.syr.edu/belfer/programs/proje
cts/belfer78/index.php 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-
by-era/world-war-ii/essays/forties-and-
music-world-war-ii 

http://library.syr.edu/belfer/programs/p
rojects/belfer78/patriotic.php 

Duke Ad Sense database collection of 
advertisements from WWII era 

https://repository.duke.edu/dc/adaccess 
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http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lc
cn/sn85026818/1944-12-28/ed-
1/seq-4/ 

http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/s
n85026818/1945-09-13/ed-1/seq-1/ 

http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/s
n85026818/1944-04-13/ed-1/seq-7/ 

http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/s
n85026818/1944-04-20/ed-1/seq-3/ 

http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/s
n85026818/1945-11-29/ed-1/seq-2/ 

http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/lccn/s
n85026818/1944-03-16/ed-1/seq-1/ 

"Guns and Telephones" 

WWII In Posters 
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/
museum/posters/index.htm 

 

 

 

https://www.thevintagenews.com/2016/
03/27/15-iconic-songs-that-were-
popular-during-the-world-war-ii/2 

 

Summative  

Performance Task  

ARGUMENT 
Did song, art and advertising strengthen or weaken the United States 
home front and economy during WWII? Construct an argument, 
supported by evidence, which address this question. 

EXTENSION 

Compare the United States home front during WWII to the climate in 
the United States post 9/11.  

http://www.pbs.org/thinktank/transcript979.html  
 
Compare the nationalistic spirit of the United States in 2017 to the 
WWII era – what slogans, mottos, or rallying cries are currently being 
used as propaganda by our government? Why are these popular? 
How do you see these messages being used in advertising, songs and 
artwork?  

 

Taking Informed Action 

Students will write a short essay about what they feel is the definition of the "Make 
America Great Again" slogan being perpetuated by our current government (is it current?). 
What messages are being sent by using this slogan? Find examples of this message in 
advertising, cartoons, songs or artwork to use as evidence to support your argument. How 
was this slogan used by Ronald Reagan, and Bill Clinton? 

 

"The most widespread use of the phrase and its variants were in media, especially 
television comedies. In the 2015 South Park episode "Where My Country Gone?", 
supporters of Mr. Garrison, who runs a campaign that is a parody of Trump's, are seen 
holding signs bearing the slogan.

[14]
 John Oliver spoofed the slogan in a segment of his 

show, urging viewers to "Make Donald Drumpf Again" in reference to the original name of 
Trump's ancestors.

[15][16]
 The segment broke HBO viewership records, garnering 85 million 
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views.
[16]

 Comedian David Cross' stand-up tour "Making America Great Again" and Fall Out 
Boy's remix album Make America Psycho Again also referenced the slogan.

[17][18]
 WWE star 

Darren Young and former star Bob Backlund began appearing on WWE TV in May 2016 with 
Backlund acting as Young's life coach, promising to "Make Darren Young Great Again".

[19][20]
 

The slogan was also modified for use in commercial contexts such as film posters and 
advertisements. The tagline for the film The Purge: Election Year was "Keep America 
Great", included on posters and faux election promos.

[21]
 In September 2016, The Berrics 

released the campaign series, "Make EA Skate Again", urging Electronic Arts to develop 
Skate 4.

[22][23]
 The General Mills campaign, "Smugglaroos", which encourages Canadians to 

bring Dunk-a-roos to America, where the product has been discontinued, has the slogan 
"Make America Dunk Again".

[24]
" 

 

Wikipedia article with links to use in ads: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Make_America_Great_Again 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/how-donald-trump-came-up-with-make-america-
great-again/2017/01/17/fb6acf5e-dbf7-11e6-ad42-
f3375f271c9c_story.html?utm_term=.75797f8994f1 

 

http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2016-election/make-america-great-again-who-said-it-first-
n645716 

Corona ad: http://www.thebubble.com/make-america-great-again-corona-counters-trump-in-
stunning-commercial/ 

Islam billboard: http://www.cnn.com/2017/01/26/politics/muslim-billboard-florida-trnd/ 

Selma billboard: http://www.theroot.com/make-america-great-again-billboard-sparks-controversy-
1790857836 

Trump's branding: http://www.brandknewmag.com/tag/make-america-great-again/ 

Slogan used in positive article on Subaru: http://jalopnik.com/actually-subaru-is-making-america-
great-again-1790092852 

Analyzing Trump's "Movement" ad: https://parc.umd.edu/2016-ad-analyses/donald-j-trump-for-
america-movement/ 

What made Trump's slogan so powerful? http://www.thejournal.ie/trump-slogan-make-america-
great-again-3071552-Nov2016/ 
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